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tiring all officers at the age of sixty-two, or after
forty-five years of service. By this law, disregard-
ing seniority, the President might put any captain
or commander he chose in charge of a squadron with
the rank of flag-officer.

The next year the grades of rear-admiral and
commodore were established and the President had
his authority for selection of the fit further strength-
ened. In this way the younger men, by virtue of
their progressive training and ideas and the inevita-
ble initiative, which youth develops in time of war,
came to accept readily responsibilities which would
have frightened men of fifty a few years previously.
With many new ships going into commission, we
were very short-handed, which accounts for the fact
that I was to become executive of the Mississippi
at the age of twenty-four.

Aside from the loss in numbers by retirement at
the very beginning of the struggle, there was the loss
due to the resignations of the officers who saw fit to
follow the flags of their States and enter the Con-
federate service. One can only say that the latter
responded to the call of duty in a period when the
constitutional right to secession was sincerely held;
and that many brilliant men, who must have risen
to high place had they remained loyal, knew defeat
and the deprivation of honor and pleasure of service
in their profession in after years. They took the
risk and they lost.